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14 Paintings of Forts Around Urmia During the Era of Naser al-Din Shah
(1305 AH /1888 CE) By Abolhasan Naghash-Bashi of Urmia

Abstract:

The people of Urmia, as one of the most important cities in Azerbaijan, have played a significant
role in creating cultural, artistic, and architectural works. Due to the city’s strategic location and
proximity to lush, water-rich pastures, Urmia—and indeed the entire western Azerbaijan
region—has long been a target for covetous nomadic tribes. These tribes regularly and irregularly
raided the city and villages in the Urmia plain, plundering agricultural produce and food supplies.
Such incursions not only disrupted daily life but also stifled the local population’s focus on public
culture and art. The establishment of the Afshar Khanate of Urmia in the late Safavid era, like
the founding of other dynasties such as the Timurid, Safavid, Afsharid, and Qajar, marked a
turning point in stabilizing security and, consequently, fostering the growth of culture and art in

the region.

During the Kurdish uprising led by Sheikh Ubeydullah, Abolhasan Naghash-Bashi participated
as an artillery engineer in suppressing the rebellion of Kurdish nomadic tribes in western
Azerbaijan. By order of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, he painted and illustrated 14 panels depicting
the fortifications of Urmia and the broader western Azerbaijan region. His family was highly
skilled in painting: his grandfather, Allahverdi, was a painter, and his paternal uncle, Ali-Ashraf,
was among the renowned painters of Urmia and Azerbaijan. Abolhasan Naghash-Bashi’s
grandfather, Allahverdi, belonged to the Afshar Qasemlu clan and was a court painter for Abbas

Mirza in Tabriz.
Key words: Urmia, military castle, Abolhasan Naghash-Bashi, painting
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todgiqatgist

Nosiraddin Sah Dévriina (1305 Hicri / 1888 Miladi) Aid Urmiya 9trafindaki 14 Qalalardan
Rasmlar Miidllif: Urmiyah Obiilhasan Naqqasbasi

Xiilasa:

Urmiya soharinin sakinlori, Azorbaycanin on miihiim soharlorindon biri olaraq, madoni, incosonat
vo memarliq asarlorinin yaradilmasinda shomiyyatli rol oynamisdir. Soharin strateji movqeyi vo
su-bolluq otlaglara yaxinlig1 sobabilo Urmiya vo iimumiyyatlo Qorbi Azorbaycan regionu daima
dagliq kogari tayfalarin hodoafine ¢evrilmisdir. Bu tayfalar hor il miintozom vo ya geyri-miintozom
sokildo Urmiya diiziindoki gsohar vo kondlora basqin edorok ohalinin kond tosarriifati mohsullarin
vo orzaq ehtiyatlarini qarat edir, bununla da yerli shalinin madoniyyst vo incasenats diqqatini
zaifladirdilor. Safavilor dovriiniin sonlarinda Urmiyanin Ofsar xanliginin qurulmasi (Teymurilar,
Sofaviler, Ofsarilor va Qacarlar kimi digar dovlatlorle yanasi) tohliikasizliyin tomin edilmasi va

naticads regionda madoniyyat vo incesanatin inkisafi iiciin doniis noqtasi oldu.

Seyx Ubeydullahin rohborlik etdiyi kiird iisyan1 zamam Obiilhoson Noqqasbasi, Qarbi
Azorbaycanda kogori kiird tayfalarinin iisyaninin yatirilmasinda topgu mithondisi kimi istirak
etmigdir. Qacar sah1 Nosiroddin Sahin omri ilo o, Urmiya vo Qorbi Azorbaycanin
mohkomlondirilmis qala sistemlorini tosvir edon 14 rosm osorini ¢okmisdir. Onun ailosi
rossamliqda yiiksok bacariga malik idi: babasi Allahverdi rossam, atasinin omisi 9li-Ogrof iso
Urmiya vo Azorbaycanin taninmis rossamlarindan biri idi. ©Obiilhoson Nogqasbasinin babast
Allahverdi, Ofsar Qasim tayfasina monsub idi vo Tobrizdo Abbas Mirzonin saray rossami

olmusdur.
Acgar sozlar: Urmia, Obiilhason Noqqasbasi, rosm, harbi gala
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14Tablo: Naseriiddin Sah Déoneminde Urmiye Cevresindeki Kaleler
(1305 Hicri / 1888 Miladi) Eser: Urmiyeli Ebiilhasen Nakkasbasi
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Uyelik: ..
Ozet:
Azerbaycan tarihi
S TR Urmiye sehri halki, Azerbaycan'm en 6nemli sehirlerinden biri olarak kiiltiirel, sanatsal ve

mimari eserlerin yaratilmasinda biiyiikk rol oynamustir. Sehrin stratejik konumu ve sulak
otlaklara yakinlig1 nedeniyle Urmiye ve genel olarak Bat1 Azerbaycan bolgesi, daglik gdgebe
asiretlerin hedefi haline gelmistir. Bu asiretler, her yil diizenli veya diizensiz bir sekilde Urmiye
Ovasi'ndaki sehir ve kdylere baskinlar diizenleyerek tarim iirlinlerini ve yiyecek stoklarini
yagmalamis, bu da yerel halkin kiiltiir ve sanata olan ilgisini zayiflatmistir. Safevi doneminin
sonlarinda Urmiye Afsar Hanligi'nin kurulmasi (Timurlular, Safeviler, Afsariler ve Kagarlar
gibi diger devletlerle birlikte), bolgede giivenligin saglanmasi ve dolayisiyla kiiltiir ve sanatin

gelisimi a¢isindan bir doniim noktasi olmustur.

Seyh Ubeydullah liderligindeki Kiirt isyant sirasinda Ebiilhasen Nakkasbasi, Bati
Azerbaycan'daki gdcebe Kiirt asiretlerinin isyaninin bastirilmasinda topgu miihendisi olarak
gorev almigtir. Kagar Sah1 Naseriiddin Sah'in emriyle, Urmiye ve Bati Azerbaycan'in tahkimat
sistemlerini betimleyen 14 tablo ¢izmistir. Ailesi resim sanatinda oldukga yetenekliydi: dedesi
Allahverdi bir ressam, babasinin amcast Ali-Esref ise Urmiye ve Azerbaycan'in iinlii
ressamlarindan biriydi. Ebiilhasen Nakkasbasi'nin dedesi Allahverdi, Afsar Kasimlu

kabilesindendi ve Tebriz'de Abbas Mirza'nin saray ressamiydi.
Anahtar kelimeler: Urmia, Abolhassan Nakkas-Basi, resim, askeri kale
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