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My Father's Memoirs of the Jiluluq Tragedies in Salmas
Abstract

This writing is a bitter and documented narrative of a survivor of the historical catastrophe known
as "Jiloluq" (the massacre of Azerbaijani Turks by immigrant Assyrians and Armenians) in the
Salmas and Urmia region during the final years of World War 1 (1918 AD /1297 SH). The narrator,
relying on the oral memoirs of his father—who was an eyewitness to these events—recounts how
the Jilo groups, who had previously taken refuge in Azerbaijan from the Ottoman Empire, carried
out mass killings, looting, and displacement of the unarmed Turkic and Muslim population of the
region, instigated by Western missionaries and Russian forces.

The narrative depicts, moment by moment, the genocide in the villages of "Ayan" and "Kohneh
Shahr," the terrified flight of families, the hunger, thirst, and wandering of children and women,
local betrayals, and the life-saving role of "Ehsan Nouri Pasha" and the "Army of Islam" in
containing this tragedy and restoring relative security.

In the background of these memories lies a bitter critique of the colonial policies of the West and
Russia, as well as the negligence of the then-government (Qajar) regarding border security and the
lives of its people. Emphasizing the value of "remembrance" and "recording local history," the
narrator considers these memoirs not merely a personal account, but the voice of an oppressed
nation and a living document of betrayal, suffering, and the plight of people who were sacrificed

in the vortex of the great powers' interests.
Keywords: Jiloluq, Salmas, Urmia, World War I, oral memoirs, Azerbaijan, Qajar
CITATION (APA): Ghafouri-Nia, A.A. My Father's Memoirs of the Jiluluq Tragedies in Salmas.
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Atamin Salmasdaki Ciloluq Facislorindon Xatiralori

Xiilasa

Bu yazi, Birinci Diinya Miiharibasinin son illorindo (1918-ci il / 1297-ci il somsi) Solmas vo
Urmiya bdlgesinds bas veron "Ciloluq" (Azerbaycan tiirklerinin immiqrant assuriyalilar va
ermanilar torafinden qirgini) adh tarixi folakotdon sag ¢ixmis birinin act vo senadli xatirasidir.
Rovayotci, bu hadisolorin canli sahidi olan atasinin sifahi xatirolorino osaslanaraq, ovvollor
Osmanlidan Azarbaycana siginmig Cilo qruplarmin, qorbli missionerlor vo rus qiivvalari
torafindon tohrik edilorak, bolgonin silahsiz tiirk vo miisalman shalisine qarst kiitlovi qirgmn, talan
vo kogkiinliik toratdiyini danisir.

Rovayet, "OyOn" vo "Kohno Sohor" kondlorinds bas veron soyqirimi, ailslorin dohsot i¢indo
qagisint, usaqlarin vo qadinlarin acliq, susuzluq vo sorgordanligini, yerli xoyanotlori, homginin
"Thsan Nuri Pasa" vo "Islam Ordusu"nun bu facieni dayandirmaqda va nisbi tohliikasizliyi borpa
etmokdoki xilaskar rolunu an-be-tosvir edir.

Bu xatiralorin fonunda Qarb vo Rusiyanin miistomloka siyasatine, hom¢inin dovriin hokumatinin
(Qacarlar) serhad tohliikssizliyina vo xalqin canina bigansliyine qarsi aci bir tonqid dayanir.
Rovayaetci, "xatirlamaq" vo "yerli tarixi yazmaq"mn doyarini vurgulayaraq, bu xatiralori tokco goxsi
hekayos deyil, mazlum bir xalqin sasi va bdyiik dovlatlorin monafelori girdabinda qurban verilmis

insanlarin 9zabint, xoyanatini vo mozlumiyyastini oks etdiron canli bir sonad hesab edir.

Acar sozlor: Cilolug, Salmas, Urmiya, Birinci Diinya Miiharibasi, sifahi xatirolor, Azorbaycan,

Qacarlar
CITATION (APA): Qafuri-Niya, ©.9. Atamin Salmasdaki Ciloluq Facioslorindon Xatirolori.

Urmiya: “Azarbaycan vo Tiirk Tarixi Arasdirmalar” Ixtisaslasdirilmis Jurnal, il 04, némro 11, Yaz
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Babamin Salmas'taki Ciloluq Felaketlerine Dair Hatiralar

Ozet

Bu yazi, 1. Diinya Savasi'nin son yillarinda (1918 / 1297 Hicri-Semsi) Salmas ve Urmiye
bolgesinde yasanan "Ciloluq" (Azerbaycan Tiirklerinin gégmen Siiryaniler ve Ermeniler
tarafindan katledilmesi) adli tarihi felaketten sag kurtulan birinin act ve belgeli anlatisidir.
Anlatici, bu olaylarin canli tanmig1 olan babasinin sozlii hatiralarina dayanarak, daha once
Osmanli'dan Azerbaycan'a siginmis olan Cilo gruplarmin, Batili misyonerler ve Rus kuvvetleri
tarafindan kigkirtilarak bolgenin silahsiz Tiirk ve Miisliiman halkina kars1 toplu katliam, yagma
ve goge zorlama gergeklestirdigini anlatmaktadir.

Anlati, "Eyan" ve "Koéhne Sehr" koylerindeki soykirimi, ailelerin korku dolu kagisini,
cocuklarm ve kadinlarin aclik, susuzluk ve perisanligini, yerel ihanetleri ve ayrica "Thsan Nuri
Pasa" ile "Islam Ordusu"nun bu faciay1 durdurmadaki ve goreli giivenligi saglamadaki kurtaric
roliinii anbean betimlemektedir.

Bu hatiralarin arka planinda, Bati ve Rusya'min somiirgeci politikalarina ve dénemin
hiikiimetinin (Kacarlar) sinir giivenligine ve halkin canina kars1 duyarsizligina yonelik aci bir
elestiri bulunmaktadir. Anlatici, "hatirlamak" ve "yerel tarihi yazmak"in degerini vurgulayarak,
bu hatiralar1 yalnizca kisisel bir hikaye degil, mazlum bir milletin sesi ve biiylik giiclerin
c¢ikarlar girdabinda kurban edilmis insanlarin ihanetini, acisin1 ve ¢aresizligini yansitan canli
bir belge olarak gérmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cilolug, Salmas, Urmiye, I. Diinya Savasi, sozlii hatiralar, Azerbaycan,
Kagcarlar

CITATION (APA): Gafuri-Niya, A.A. Babamin Salmas'taki Ciloluq Felaketlerine Dair
Hatiralar. Urmiye: Ug Aylik “Azerbaycan ve Tiirkiye Tarihi Uzerine Arastirmalar” Uzmanlik
Dergi, yil 04, say1 11, Bahar 2026, ISSN: 3041-8690.
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