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Etymology and Naming Origin of Khoy

Abstract:

Researcher of Turkish History

and Literature

The city of Khoy, one of the oldest Turkic cities in West Azerbaijan, is also called "Khoy
Chokhuru" due to its location in a low-lying plain. Khoy holds exceptional significance in the
history of Turkey, the Turkic world, and the Alevi-Qizilbash faith. Its name is closely linked to
major historical events such as the Seljuk campaigns against Byzantium, and to prominent figures
like Abdal Musa (founder of the Bektashi order), Akhi Evren (founder of the Akhi brotherhood),
and poets such as Pir Sultan Abdal and Jahan Shah Qaraqoyunlu. Additionally, the first
Azerbaijani Turkish poetic dictionary, Tohfe-ye Hosam, was written by Hosam Khoyi in this
city.

Etymologically, the name "Khoy" is of Turkic origin, related to ancient Turkic words such as
"Qoy/Quy" (meaning valley, lowland, depression) and "Quyu" (well, pit). It is also connected to
"Qoyaq" (deep valley between mountains), "Qoytu" (secluded, shaded place), and "Qoyun" (lap,
bosom). In Northeastern Turkic languages, forms like "Kuy" (cave) and "Xuy" (bottom of a
valley) appear. Some scholars associate the name with ancient toponyms mentioned in Assyrian
and biblical texts, such as "Olkhu," "Huyehveh," and "Huyileh."

Official and incorrect interpretations that derive Khoy from Persian (from "Khay" meaning
sweat), Kurdish (meaning salt marsh), or Armenian (meaning ram) lack scientific basis, as the
people of Azerbaijan have never spoken these languages, and such claims contradict historical,
linguistic, and cultural realities. Consequently, "Khoy" is an authentic Turkic word meaning
"low-lying valley" or "wind-sheltered place," which perfectly corresponds to the region's natural
geography—surrounded by high mountains and situated in a low-altitude plain.

Keywords: Khoy, etymology, naming origin, Azerbaijani Turkish, Qoy, Chokhur, history of
Azerbaijan
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"Xoy" Soziiniin Etimologiyas1 vo Adlanma Sababi

Xiilasa:

Xoy sohari, Qarbi Azorbaycanin on qodim tiirk soharlorindon biri olub, algaq orazids yerlosdiyine
goro "Xoy Cuxuru" da adlanir. Bu gohor Tiirkiyo tarixindo, tiirk diinyasinda vo Olovi-Qizilbag
mozhobindo miistosna shomiyyato malikdir. Xoy adi Salcuqlarin Bizansa yiiriislori, Obdal Musa
(Boktasi torigotinin qurucusu), Axi1 Evron (Axiliq toskilatinin banisi), Pir Sultan ©bdal va
Cahangah Qaraqoyunlu kimi soxsiyyatlorlo baglidir. Homginin, ilk Azarbaycan tiirkcasi monzum
liigat olan Tohfeyi-Hosam, Hosam Xoyi torafindon mohz bu sohordo yazilmisdir.

Etimoloji baximdan "Xoy" so6zii tiirk monsali olub, godim tiirk s6zlori olan "Qoy/Quy" (vadi,
guxur, algaq yer) vo "Quyu" (quyu, ¢uxur) ilo eyni kdkdondir. Bu s6z homginin "Qoyaq" (daglar
arasi1 dorin vadi), "Qoytu" (gizli, kolgslik yer) vo "Qoyun" (qucaq, ¢uxur) sozlori ilo do baglidir.
Simal-gorqi tlirk dillorinds "Kuy" (magara) vo "Xuy" (vadinin dibi) formalarina rast golinir. Bazi
todqiqatgilar bu ad1 Assur monbaolorinds vo Tovratda geyd olunan "Olxu," "Huyshve" vo "Huyilo"
kimi gadim toponimloarls slagslondirirlor.

Rosmi dairalorin Xoy adimi farsca ("Xoy" — tor), kiirdes (duzluq) vo ya ermonics (qog) monasinda
sorh etmolori elmi osasdan mohrumdur; ¢iinki Azorbaycan xalqi he¢ vaxt bu dillords
danigmamigdir vo bu iddialar tarixi, linqvistik vo modoni realliglarla uygun golmir. Naticodo,
"Xoy" tiirk mangsli orijinal s6z olub "algaq vadi" vo ya "kiilokdon qorunan yer" monasini verir vo
bu mona boélgonin tobii cografiyasi — hiindiir daglarla ohato olunmus vo algaq diizonlikdo
yerlogmasi ilo tam uygundur.

Acar sozlar: Xoy, etimologiya, adlanma sobabi, Azarbaycan tiirkcasi, Qoy, Cuxur, Azorbaycan

tarixi
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"Hoy" Séziiniin Etimolojisi ve Adlandirilma Sebebi

Ozet:

Hoy sehri, Bat1 Azerbaycan'i en eski Tiirk sehirlerinden biri olup, algak bir bolgede yer almasi
nedeniyle "Hoy Cukuru" olarak da anilir. Bu sehir, Tirkiye tarihinde, Tiirk diinyasinda ve
Alevi-Kizilbag inancinda ayricalikli bir 6neme sahiptir. Hoy adi, Selguklularin Bizans'a
seferleri, Abdal Musa (Bektasi tarikatinin kurucusu), Ahi Evren (Ahilik teskilatinin banisi), Pir
Sultan Abdal ve Cihangah Karakoyunlu gibi sahsiyetlerle dogrudan baglantilidir. Ayrica, ilk
Azerbaycan Tiirk¢esi manzum sézliik olan Tohfe-i Hisam, Hisam Hoyi tarafindan bu sehirde
yazilmistir.

Etimolojik agidan "Hoy" so6zii Tiirk kdkenli olup, eski Tiirk¢edeki "Koy/Kuy" (vadi, ¢ukur,
alcak yer) ve "Kuyu" (kuyu, ¢ukur) sdzciikleriyle ayni koktendir. Bu s6z ayrica "Koyak" (daglar
arasi derin vadi), "Koytu" (gizli, golgelik yer) ve "Koyun" (kucak, ¢ukur) sozciikleriyle de
iligkilidir. Kuzeydogu Tiirk dillerinde "Kuy" (magara) ve "Huy" (vadi dibi) bigimlerine
rastlanir. Bazi arastirmacilar bu adi Asur kaynaklarinda ve Tevrat'ta gegen "Olhu," "Huyeve"
ve "Huyile" gibi eski toponimlerle iliskilendirmektedir.

Resmi makamlarin Hoy adimi Farsga ("Hay" — ter), Kiirtge (tuzluk) veya Ermenice (kog)
anlaminda yorumlamalar1 bilimsel dayanaktan yoksundur; ¢iinkii Azerbaycan halki hicbir
zaman bu dillerde konusmamistir ve bu iddialar tarihi, dilbilimsel ve kiiltiirel gerceklerle
uyusmamaktadir. Sonug olarak, "Hoy" Tiirk kokenli 6zgiin bir sdzciik olup "algak vadi" veya
"rlizgardan korunan yer" anlamina gelir ve bu anlam, bolgenin dogal cografyasi — yiiksek

daglarla c¢evrili ve algak bir ovada yer almasi — ile tamamen uyumludur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hoy, etimoloji, adlandirilma sebebi, Azerbaycan Tiirk¢esi, Koy, Cukur,

Azerbaycan tarihi

CITATION (APA):
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